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LIV. A Letter from Monfteur Le Cat, M, D. 
firfl Surgeon at the Hotel Dieu at Rouen, 
Royal Prof ejjfor and Demonfirator of Ana- 
tomy and Surgery * Member of the Royal 
Academy of Surgery at Paris, and of the 
Academies of Sciences at Paris, London, 
Madrid, and Rouen, to Dr. Mortimer, 
Secretary of the Royal Society, concerning 
the Dijfeclionofa Rupture* Tranflated from 
the French by Tho. Stack, M.B. F.R.S. 

S I R, Rouen, June i, 1750. N.S, 

Read Jan. t%rWT is now about eleven years finee I had 
17 s *' X tne honour offending you an account 
of an incomplete hernia, the ftrangulated part of 
which mortified, and by nature's refources alone 
fuppurated, threw off the gangrened parts, and was 
converted into a fiftula: thro* which fiftula, in pro- 
cefs of time,' the two ends of the gut, that were near 
the ftrangulation, paffed, and fell into the groin, 
turning infide out, fo that the villous coat was on 
the outfide j which gave me an opportunity of 
making experiments on the efFedfc of purgatives. This 
obfervation, which I barely mention here, is printed 
in Phil. Tranf. N. 460, p. 716. 

When I fentyou thofe remarks, fir, on the lingular 
hernia of Catherine Guillematre, I had already made 
fome fruitlefs attempts to cure her, but had «ot then 
loft all hopes of fuccefs, I imagined, that a long 

ufe 
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ufe of emollient cataplafms might reftore fupplenefs 
to the inteftine B (Fig. 2. Plate IV. N° 460. and the 
figure hereto annexed) which conftantly kept out of 
the belly, and was turned infide out, becaufe it was 
the portion continuous to the camm, colon, rectum, 
and anus, which could be of no ufe, but much in- 
commoded the patient by this extraordinary fituation. 
But all my trials were of no avail, altho' they were 
carried fo far, as to render this gut quite bloody : its 
long expofure to the air made it become too thick 
and hard ; and at the fame time fo robuft or infenfi- 
Me, that all thefe vigorous applications made no bad 
impreflion pn the reft of the animal ceconomy. In fine, 
Catherine Guillematre quitted our hofpital without 
any other benefit but that of having afforded us an 
opportunity of inftru&ing ourfelves. 

From that time I had no news of this woman till 
the 6th of May of this year 1750 $ when I was in- 
formed, that her body actually lay in our dead ward, 
and that {he died in our hofpital of old age and a 
broken conftitution, as much as of any difeafe. 

I was extremely curious to embrace this opportu- 
tunity of having ocular demonftration of the probable 
conje&ure, which I had made in this woman's life- 
time, and a confirmation of my having folved the 
aenigma, arifing from this Angular hernia. 

The annexed figure, which I drew from nature, 

reprefents the ft ate of the parts, fomewhat lefs than 

he natural fize. In order perfe&ly to underftand 

what follows, it will be neceflary to have Plate IV. 

of N p 460, before the eye, together with this 

drawing. 

Explanation 
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Explanation of the Figures. 

A* The herniary fiftula, which does not appear in 
the figures of N° 460 ; becaufe the iffue of the 
two portions of the gut, forced into this place the 
bottom (or back part) of the gut ; which unites 
thefe two portions) that is, the part of the bore 
of the gut oppofite to that which was mortified, 
and fell off in an efchar, by the ftrangulation and 
fuppuration of this incomplete hernia. 

B> Part of the ileum fituated between the ftrangula- 
lation and the anus, and confequently continuous to 
the c£cum, colon, rectum, and therefore ufelefs : 
it is alfo the fame, that is marked B in Fig* t. 
Plate IV. N° 460, which I faid always continued 
out, and on which I had made fo many unfuc^ 
cefsful trials, in order to reduce it, 

by Is the continuation of this ufelefs portion of the 
ileum, which at one end is immediately continu- 
ous to the ceecum d, and at the other thrufts itfelf 
into the thick portion B, at the extremity JS of 
which it turns up, the villous coat outward. This 
portion b is, as may be obferved, become very 
flender, both by its want of a&ion, and by its fitu- 
ation within the other portion J3; 

C, The other portion of the ileum, fituated between 
the ftrangulation and the ftomaeh, marked A % 
N 460, a&ually returned into the belly but 
moving tut and in alternately, and performing 
the office of an anus, while the patient was alive. 

e, The part of inteftine, which (after the mortifica- 
tion) remained common to both portions B, C, the 

edges 
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edges/, gv of which are cicatrifed to the edges of 
the herniary fiftula. This drawing affords an ocu- 
lar demonstration of the folidity of the conjectures 
made in the obfervation N. 460. 

2>, d, The cacum, and its vermicular appendix. 

$, A portion of the colon, filled with fomewhat like 
faces y but which had no other fmell than what is 
natural to the inteftines, without the leaft mixture 
of a ftercorarious ftench. This fubftance was of 
the colour of white refin, and of a fat vifcid conf 
fiftence : and it feemed to be formed of lymph, and 
the inteftinal juices thickened by heat. 

JP, A portion kyf the cokn^ which was empty, and 
its -cavity was about three lines in diameter. 

G, The continuation of the ileum. 

I have the honour to be, fir, with the higheft 
efteem, 

Your moft humble, and 

nioft obedient fervant, 

Le Cat. 
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